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MUST BOOK 
April 2 
Lehmann, Rosamond THE BALLAD AND THE SOURCE Reynal &@ Hitchcock 
$2.75 
* A psychological novel - keyed to the market of such books as Strange’ Woman and 


Leave Her To Heaven but immeasureably beyond them in subtlety and craftsmanship, in 
nuance and implication. The manner of the telling is oblique - but in final analysis - 
wholly satisfying. The central fidsure - Mrs. Jardine - fascinating, mysterious, wiste 
fully charming, is seen chiefly through the enchanted eyes of the little girl down the 
hill, Rebecca, who tells the story. ‘Ten, when the Jardines come home to England - four- 
teen when the war has brought everything into new focus = Rebecca grows into knowledé¢ge, 
into reluctant awareness that her idol is not divine, through hearing her story from 
varied angles. There are the veiled, scarcely understood intimations of grown-ups; there 
is the vivid recapturing, in smallest detail, of the past —- as the ancient servant 
speaks; there is Mrs. Jardine's own story of herself, an outpouring made to any listening 
ear - even a worshipping child's; there is Maizie, awkward, rebellious, hating Maizie, 
Mrs. Jardine's granddaughter. And through each raconteur, the reader's knowledge of the 
malignant, possessive, dangerous charm of Sybil Jardine grows in intensity. A woman 

who poisoned all she touched - who cared only while she possessed ~ who had great 
gentleness and courage and ability when she wished it. A woman who had destroyed two 
husbands, and many lovers, a daughter, a friend, and warped the lives of her grand- 
children. And at the close, even the extreme of madness, punishment meted out to the 
daughter, left the mother almost untouched, still - in her own strange way - triumphant, 
dramatizing her sorrows. An oddly haunting book, expertly handled. Surely popular, 


and Book-of-the-Month for April. 
FOUR TO GO 


A new Dorothy Langley, DARK MEDALLION (Simon & Schuster) which 1s holding reading; a 
charming childhood - NAME OF A iLUE COW (Simon & Schuster) by Robert Fontaine; two 
reliable crime contributions by Lestie Ford and Rufus King. 


PROBES PRATICAL 80:25 


he. 
March #7 
O'Hara, John PIPE NIGHT Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


$2.50 


31 sketches whose deadly revealing precision, range of character, situation and 
idiom impale human nature mercilessly...from two testimonials of unbelievable under- 
statement, whose content is entirely opposite from their context, - two of the well- 
known Pal Joey letters, several Hollywood and moving picture delineations, marital mis-~ 
adventures, to the eerie events preceding a country club dance, situations involving 
returned servicemen, the tragedy of a middleaged couple, etc. - these vary from straight . 
narration to dialogue, in tight concentration. Mostly from the New Yorker ~ with a- 


preface by Wolcott Gibbs. 
«- 89 - 
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March cA) 
Coxhead, Nona THOUGH THEY GO WANDERING Seribner 
$2.50 


The suburban goldfish bowl under scrutiny again, in a gently damning closeup of 
Little Winton, de luxe real estate development, its tenants, its round of house to house 
parties and rivalries, its marital frictions and extramarital escapades. Marlowe, former 
actress, who had married a second time for stability, igs still trying - after eight years- 
to love Roger, self confident and unimaginative, who only hits his stride when they move 
to Little Winton. Reserved, different, Marlowe only finds kinship with Guy Malcolm, a 
musician who had been stopped short by his wife. Interested only in conforming to the 
standards of Little Winton, Roger forces the situation and Marlowe leaves him to go back 
to New York and the possibility of Malcolm. With sympathy rather than malice, this is 
observant and telling - a story for women, some of whom may resent it. 


April 4 


PATRICK HENRY AND THE FRIGATE'S KEEL Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
, $2.50 

A collection of short stories, with some historical, period and regional flavor 
and - for the most part - a high level of readability. The stores vary considerably, - 
the title piece has a juvenile flavor and is, perhaps, the least successful of the lot. 
I enjoyed most the stories dealing with the frontier spirit, realistically rather than 
romantically handled, against a background of the flickering fire of liberty which broke 
into flame with the impact of Revolution. Good factual feel - authenticity -— but no 
particular distinction nor originality. I think Fast needs the scope of the longer 


book to develop his particular quality of writing. 


Fast, Howard 


Hayes, Dorsha WHO WALK WITH THE EARTH ¥ Harper 
/ $2.50 

A goodly jump from Mrs. Heaton's Daughter (Ziff-Davis, 1943) this portrait of 
New York local unionism and the tyranny of its manager's powerlust, of an unfledged 
Harvard graduate’s bitter experiences as educational director under the dictatorship of 
Blotz. Stuart, who had conquered a stutter, has now to conquer his distaste for people 
in the mass, and, through Blotz' torturing, face the problem again. Sally, Blotz' 
daughter, provides him with help and friendship; Lisa, who first spit at him, becomes 
his fiancee; and he is introduced to strongarm methods through Blotz' efforts to retain 
his position in an open election. Lisa is murdered, and Stuart turns to Sally. Portraits 
in violent color and melodramatic climaxes mar reality of the picture of a local union's 
activities, problems and importance in the labor questions. 


2 
. April & 
Perry, George Sessions WALLS RISE UP Whittlesey House 
$2.00 Wf 


Originally published in 1939 by Doubleday, Doran, this is George Sessions Perry's 
first novel - which is to be republished with considerable backing. In the Saroyan - 
Steinbeck tradition of benevolent bums, without the idealization that this is the 
beautiful life - but making the most of it as the happy life, this is the story of 
Jimmy and Mike and Eddie - their amoral and adventitious activities as they follow 
Jimmy's signs from the Higher Powers. How they move in on a dead man's shack on the 


Brazos River (Southwest), use catfish as a bait for women and a barter for whisky, land 
a compensation check for their dead man — and move on to new vistas of improvidence 
provide amusing sequences of likeable, loose characters. 


(P.L.. caution. ) 
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April 15 


Longstreet, Stephen STALLION ROAD Messner 
$2.75 

The famous horsebreeding country in the west, and that particular livelihood as 
raw material for another long, lusty novel - popularly contrived. Particularly crazy 
about horses are Larry Hanrahan, breeder and vet, and Fleace Teller, with whom he falls 
in love. Fleace is also wanted by Mallard, the local gambling house operator, and when 
Larry is unable to save her prize Arab, she turns to Mallard, almost marries him when a 
snowbound week changes her mind. Comes the anthrax epidemic which had been threatening -— 
and Larry, at first unwilling to release an experimental vaccine he'd worked out, finally 
agrees, saves animals at cost of own life. Lusty, masculine, fast pace. (P.L. caution) 


April 13 


Taintor, Eliot SEPTEMBER REMEMBER Prentice Hall 
$2.75 

A story of alcoholic and romantic regeneration which features the organization, 
Alcoholics Anonymous, and their postulate that only a drinker can help a drinker. Rick, 
who had been boozing since the death of his wife some twenty years back, returns to New 
York, the daughter Gail he'd hardly seen - and Emily, his sister+in-law. Irritated by 
Gail's cafe society coterie and beau, Rick goes on 2 royal bender, is pulled out of it 
by an old friend and AA, Joe. How the meetings, confessionals, friendly supervision and 
solidarity of other AA's help Rick to give up the bottle; how Gail falls in love with a 
young AA and discharged marine; how Joe, head man of the local organization slips at 
the suicide of a woman he loved -— and is pulled back by Rick - all this provides sustained 
activity. Without the analytical or literary brilliance of The Lost Weekend, this book 
can follow up with some of that market plus the fast growing AA orgahization. 


Q ri 
April.t7” yu = t. 
Johnson, Pamela Hansford THE TROJAN BROTHERS Neon i 1 tau 


$2.50 
A novel of London music halls of the twenties, of Sid who performed as the hind- 

quarters of a horse, of Betty - social parvenu - who epitomized the era in her empty 
sensationalism, and of the destructive, obsessive love between them. Sid, attracted to 
Betty in spite of what he knows her to be, allows her to use him, to break up the partner- 
ship, -— and though socially untouchable, maritally impossible by her standards, becomes 
her lover. Eventually thrown over by Betty, Sid invites humiliation and rejection, but 
takes a Ist reprisal in murder. A sad, sordid, squabbling tale - done with honesty 
rather than warmth. The market is questionable. 


Appiete D0  porliv 


Lawrence, Josephine LET US CONSIDER ONE ANOTHER Appleton-Century 
$2.75 

This time religious and racial prejudice as thamatic talking point in another 
popular treatment of average people and common problems. Cecilia, whose mother has 
defied her father to marry a Catholic, falls in love with Hyman Silverstein, meets muted 
family resistance, and marries him not wholly realizing the prejudice she will face. 
Put on the defensive by constant references, allusions, - the constraints of restricted 
neighborhoods and conversations, -— the knowledge that Hyman is fighting prejudice in the 
Army as well as in civilian life, - the fact that their children. will have the stigmatic 
tag of Silverstein - Cecilia is ready to accept her grandmother's two hundred thousand 
dollar bribe to change their name until Hyman, unwilling to give up what to him has been 
a lifelong fight, refuses + and she recognizes the integrity of his stand. Again also 4 
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family novel, a novel of current wartime situations, and once again with the very re- 
cognizable attitudes and stock phrases of everyday people. For women —- and well done. 


April 19 


Harris, Bernice Kelly COME, MY LOVE Doubleday, Doran 
$2.50 

A nostalgic childhood recall, as one twin + the underdog throughout childhood - 
looks back to the successive steps by which she managed to grow up and become an in- 
dividual in her own right. Tiny, as she was called, yearned to be known by her rightful 
name, Pearl, as her twin was known by her name, Ruby. But to the sprawling membership 
of a family, knit by blood and common traditions - torn by inner dissensions - held to- 
gether through the dominance of the grandmother, matriarch of the old school - Tiny was 
simply Tiny. Ruby had her cake and ate it too. A convincing picture of a passing way 
of life in the South - not the opulent glamor of romantic pictures, nor the sordidness 
of a Tobacco Road - but the less alluring, unsung middle class, with certain pretentions, 


false snobbery, etc. Slight plot - poor boy makes good and comes back. 
April 23 


Barnes, Margaret Campbell THE PASSIONATE BROOD Macrae Smith 
$2.50 

A fictionization of the life and romance of Richard Coeur de Lion, whose heroic, 
legendary character is presented in full panoply of his loves, and hates, ambitions and 
drives, and the deterrents to his complete fulfillment as worthy king of England. His 
mixed heritage from Eleanor of Aquitaine and security-loving Henry; his discovery that 
his affianced Ann was willing to be his father's mistress; his exile to the court of 
Navarre and his complete capitulation to Berengaria's charms. Then the determination to 
join the Crusades, and his marriage to Berengaria on Cyprus where wanton Ida first 
threatened Berengaria's happiness. The success of the Crusade, the later wandering dis- 
guised through Europe and imprisonment by his enemy, Ludwig of Austria. Berengaria, 
refusing all offers to buy his freedom with her body, forces the English people to pay 
the ransom. A deadly quarrel with Berengaria, over Ida, sends him home without his 
queen and his younger brother John gives him bitter problems to face. Abroad again to 
fight the French, reunion with Berengaria, and death from an arrow. A recreation of 
12th century worlds, of the death of the medieval tradition, a re-animation of famous 
historical figures, this is acceptable, readable historical fiction, interpreted ac- 


cording to modern techniques. 
Aprit-sé Pon 24 


Gorman, Herbert THE WINE OF SAN LORENZO Farrar & Rinehart 
$3.00 

A meaty novel of the Mexican Wars, through which the intricate pattern of the 
interrelations of Texas, Mexico and the United States is revealed ~- and to some degree 
clarified. The story starts with the siege of the Alamo. Santa Anna, Mexican general, 
on the one side - and opposed to him the intrepid Zachary Taylor, meet:again —- the 
purpose of the Mexican to win Texas once more, - of Taylor to secure California, New 
Mexico and Texas once and for all. In minute detail the campaigns which ended in the 
fall of the citadel and Chapultepec are described, and Santa Anna exposed in all his 
contradictions. The military aspects make this definitely a book for men primarily. 
The romance of Juan Diego, adopted Yanqui, son of Santa Anna and his aide, and the lovely 
Maria Catalina, bride in name only of the treacherous Spaniard, Don Alejandro, is the 
thread that draws the story together but is not enough to make it an historical novel 
which would appeal to the average reader. 
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Widdemer, Margaret CONSTANCIA HERSELF Farrar & Rinehart 
$2.00 
Originally reported in the January 15th, 1944 bulletin, as fellows: “Substantial 

shakeup for Constancla, who - on the verge of marrying Ray, a crank for eugenics, finds 
out that she's adopted and is afraid of her suitability as wife and mother since no one 
can vouch for her blood lines. She turns to Gil, his best friend, who takes her on face 
value and marries her; they settle in his home town and she tries to get a lead on her 
true parentage. She finds she is not in love with Gil, and they agree to a divorce, and 
she plans, when free, to marry Ray. She finds during her sleuthing she can boast fine 
blood and legitimacy, and she decides that after all she loves the man who took her on 
trust. Rental romancing, with more substance than some." 


Aprit’- 29 pee a 


Roberts, Dorothy James A DURABLE FIRE Macmillan 
$2.75 

A slow moving, outsize story of a superior mentality combatting inner and outer 
tensions, in this detailed exploration of the intellectual and moral atmosphere of Malice 
Landing (A Man of Malice Landing, 1943) aS Glee Vanny becomes the outside of her family 
through her father's teachings and her own insistence on being allowed to make her own 
mistakes, her’own way. With his death, Glee escapes to the farm he has left her and 
there, being wooed - but not won, and then, being won — but not wooed, Glee finds out 
after hatred of neighbors, fire, flood and the refusal to accept the terms of the man 
who taught her to face the truth, the secret combination of self-dependence and fulfill- 
ment. Portrait of a rebel, to whom convention is anathema, whose knowledge of her own 
ignorance and actual inexperience comes late - and bitterly. Though amplified, this 
lacks the feeling of complete reality. 4 


April 7? _ : s 


Gessner, Robert YOUTH IS THE TIME ‘Seribner 

: $2.75 

Romance, and light comedy with a purpose, in the story of a New York City 

university and a Boston intellectual, Christopher Nash, fe arrives there to give a 
course in Freshman Englishis offended by the alien faces and multiple accents that con- 
front him, more interested in his subject than his students.. One of them - Eugenia, 
independent, impudent and a brilliant pupil, revitalizes Christopher's approach - makes 
him want to be on a comtemporary, equal lével with his class. Faculty resentment and 
gossip over Eugenia and Christopher's radical methods of teaching lead to his discharge; 
the class, in loyalty, stages a demonstration and Christopher breaks the strike but 
leaves to marry his Eugenia. In part a spoof on professional aridity and book learning 
this is also a realistic close-up of a metropolitan campus. 


Roane, Marianne OST —MOGRLNGS. Y taro Buber tla toed Serine, 
$2075 


I must confess that I cannot imagine any market for a book of this kind. The 
only reason for its being is that - perhaps - it embodies an authentic reflection of a 
type and period in Germany immediately before the dominance of the Nazis - the type the 
rootless, hopeless middle class shorn of faith and ideals. The story is told somewhat 
through the eyes of a successful American cousin who comes to visit a German family - 
and finds a different Germany, graceless, unprepossessing, arrogant. The characters 
are uniformly unprepossessing, from the quarrelsome, vacillating cousin to the horrid 
wife, with no redeeming spark. Even the children are unappealing. The soil for Nazi 
seed is there - the germs are beginning to take root. In style the book is cryptic, 
awkward. To me there was no vestige of the "gemuthlich" Germany the publishers herald. 
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rApTIT 77 Who ‘ 
Webster, Barbara MRS HERIOT'S HOUSE Scribner 
$2.75 

A surprisingly sympathetic portrait of a character that might well have emerged 
as unappealing, self-centered, anti.social - but who, instead, comes to life as sharply 
individualistic, daring to be "a queer one", preferring the security her isolation and 
her almost eccentric house and surely eccentric household give her, to taking her "right- 
ful" place once again in a society that quite surely bores her....Mrs. Heriot is a widow; 
she finds a house that fits her need - spiritual and financial - and takes it. And then 
she finds that a "maid goes with the house". This story of the growing obsession of the 
maid's hold on her = their odd need of each other - and the way in which their lives 
mesh makes an unusual and holding study in human relations. Not wholly convincing but 
quite charming ~ a story against a contemporary setting in semi-rural Pennsylvania. 


¥ ale oe ee a bf 23 ==f{ - lo=- 1&2 
K a ait Y \ Ni tu > 
Fontaine, Robert hane-OF A BoUE cow (ere & Simon & Schuster 
a $2.50 


Poignancy and pungency for the disillusions and illuminations of a boyhood in 
Ottawa, recaptured in the individual idion of his French Canadian people, and fully 
expressive of the gaiety, the delicate ratiocination, the amoral amorousness of the race. 
Here was Papa, with his perforating philosophy and his lenient outlook + Mama and her 
gentle affection; Unele Louis whose love of wine brought on a fear of butterflies; 
Unele Desmonde who collected garters and Grandfather who collected ladies of over fifty. 
There was the time when the Boy learned the efficacy of loud prayer; when he became 
fascinated by Mignonette's nightgowns and promptly lost Mignonette; when he made the 
unfortunate attempt to climb to heaven on a church steeple; when he corrupted a Syrian 
boy with the Vie Parisienne; when stealing apples for an Eve called Sally brought 
arrest, ete. etc. Exploits of a sentimental education which provide much that is . , 
engaging and endearing. (One of S&S Venture Press books.) (9\Ys Moder Bunortsam) 


Langley, Dorothy DARK MEDALLION ve 22 Simon & Schuster 
| $2.50 
* A holding tale of the uprooting of a little girl's security as the world she 


knows breaks up before her nine year old eyes. Granddaughter of a Crittenden, Marcy 
knows only pride of name, but wakes to what tragic results have come of her grandfather's 
domination, the family poverty, and her aunt's desperate, spiteful recourse to drugs. 
Aunt Cynthia's devotion to little iiarcy, her insistence on opening all literature, 
poetry and passion to the girl, make it all the harder for this active within, passive 
without, child to bear her aunt's isolation when she refuses to give up her drugs. 
Marcy's emotional adultness underlines the shame of her associations with her class- 
mates, her practical maternal Grandmother Peake, 2nd the degradation of begging from 
her uncle. Cynthia's last, wild gesture to save her dog when their house burns down 
forces Marcy to live with Grandmother Prenke and there she finds joy in becoming con- 
ventionally accomplished - but again security is dissolved when she learns Grandmother 
Peake can never love her wholly. Marcy writes her first poem - and realizes Cynthia's 
heritage of freedom and glory. Of more substance than Watt For Mrs, Willard, 1944, 
this is a perceptive projection of southern disintegration, fumily decadence, and 


personal victory. 


REPRINTS: A Correction + 


PocketBooks for March Queen, Ellery CALAMITY TOWN 
Stern, Philip Van Doren - Ed. - THE POCKETBOOK 
OF ADVENTURES STORIES 
Each Be 25 
































February 15, 1945 kKEPRINTS - 75 - 


Grosset & Dunlap 


Popular Copyrights for February $1.00 


Hill, Grace Livingston - SPICE BOX Bratid; Max SILVERTIP'S TRAP. 


Eberhart, Mignon G. - THE MAN NEXT DOOR Fair, A.A. - CATS PROWL AT NIGHT 
Postgate, Raymond - SOMEBODY AT THE Seifert, Eliz. - BRIGHT BANNERS 
DOOR 
Ermine, Will - BRAVE IN THE SADDLE 


Two Specials for February + Limited time only 


Rawlings, Marjorie K. THE YEARLING $1.49 
Marshall, Edison GREAT SMITH $1.39 


The new format for the G & D catalog, just issued, gives a fillip to the whole matter 
of reprints. If you've not received one, send for it. THE BOOKLIST, to be issued as 
a regular feature of the catalogues, makes new Reprints sound like an adventure. 


The World Publishing Company 
Tower Books for February $.49 Forum Books for February $1.00 


Steinbeck, John - THE LONG VALLEY Stegner, Wallace - BIG ROCK CANDY COUNTRY 


Gardner, Erle Stanley - THE CASE OF THE Denison, Merrill - KLONDIKE MIKE 
DANGEROUS DOWAGER Eberhart, Mignon — MYSTERY BOOK containing 


Baldwin, Faith - ENCHANTED OASIS Speak No Evil & With This Ring. 

Randau & Zugsmith - THE VISITOR 

Dana, Richard - TWO YEARS BEFORE THE MAST Special at $1.49 
Special Murphy, Clyde F. - THE GLITTERING HILL 

Grant, James E. -— THE GREAT JOHN L. Winner of first Lewis & Clark Northwest 


The story from which the picture was made, Contest, 1944. Published at $3.00 
now published for first time in book form. 


Tower Books for March $.49 Forum Books for March $1.00 

Hughes, Dorothy B. - THE DELICATE APE Ambler, Eric - DOUBLE DECKER containing 

Stout, Rex ~ BLACK ORCHIDS Cause for Alarm & Background to Danger 

Cain, James M. - LOVE'S LOVELY COUNTERFEIT Pratt, Theodore - THUNDER MOUNTAIN 

Oppenheim, E.P.- - THE LION AND THE LAMB Saroyan, William - THE HUMAN COMEDY 

Carlisle, Helen Grace -— MOTHERS CRY 

Rice, Craig - THE SUNDAY PIGEON MURDERS 

Tower Books for April $%.49 Forum Books for April $1.00 

Bromfield, Louis - THE FARM Pyle, Ernie -~- HERE IS YOUR WAR. (Issued 

Derleth, August-ed.- BEST SUPERNATURAL simultaneously with release of picture. ) 
STORIES of H.P. LOVECRAFT Lane, Rose. W. -— FREE LAND 

Queen, Ellery — THE SIAMESE TWIN MYSTER Crane, Stephen - TWENTY STORIES 4-5 

Sharp, Margery - THE STONE OF CHASTITY Odd Price Specials $1.49 

Foster, Bennett - THE OWL HOOT TRAATL Fast, Howard ~ CITIZEN TOM PAINE $ 


Hokinson, Helen &. - MY BEST GIRLS H-/& ~ /.49 
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Practically Published 


MR. TUTT FINDS A Way 3/1 % Scribner 
$2.50 
Famous knight errant of the letter of the law versus the justice intended by the 
law continues his famous act of unearthing old records and codes to circumvent trouble for 
the underdog. Vermont, New York City and state, Boston, Maine, New Jersey, Georgia, 
Virginia ~- all contribute odds and ends of legal lore applicable to Mr. Tutt's problems. 
There are tangles over wills, property titles, divorce, salvage, adoption, partnership, 
witness qualifications, fraud and swindling which provide him with opportunities to dis-— 
play his prowess. There is also memoranda on the hoax of his writing Yankee Lawyer, 
underling the psychology of the reading public, its gullibility, and the strange results 
of the publication of that book - from the lawsuit on to the voluminous correspondence, 
and the loné history of liternry hosxes. Known market for this author and character. 


Train, Arthur 


COPPERS AND CORPSES 


March 26 

Ford, Leslie THE PHILADELPHIA MURDER STORY Scribner 
$2.00 

* SEP readers -—- who've missed this one - will be entertained at finding the Post 


editors and the famous entrance to the building which houses the Curtis’ publications the 
setting and participants in Leslie Ford's latest Colonel Frimrose item. The mystery in- 

volves the inside history - the skeleton in the family cupboard e of a fine old Philadel- 
phia family. Misunderstandings - shielding the wrong people - etc. combine to make con- 

fusion worse confounded. But Mrs. Latham has her share and.the Colonel upsets - official 
procedure and romance plays its part (yes, even to the long-postponed proposal), 


Marok-?y 4/2? 


NO LIGHT CAME ON Seribner 
$2.00 
Pre-war Paris as mise-en-scene for the mishaps of Gay, who arrives just in time 
for the killing of her rich and foolish Cousin Lou, who is given the care of a diamond 
necklace which is stolen, and who is bewildered by the behaviour of Cousin Lou's follow- 
ing, domestic and romantic. From salon to bistro Gay conducts independent investigations, 
jeopardizes her safety, but lives to see a successful solution by Miles, young Englishman, 


and her romantic objective. Fleasingly skittish. 


Campbell, Alice 


Derleth, August NO FUTURE FOR LUANA 4)? * Scribner 
; $2.00 
Judge Peck focussing the limelight, in the murder of a traveling stock company 


actress, not on the company but on old scandals of Sac Prairie, and on the family in- 


volved in those scandals. His tracing of set patterns, his knowledge of his townspeople, 


and their history, help him speed up the solution. 


April 12 


THE DEADLY DOVE Doubleday, Doran 
$2200 


Streamlined, almost to disappearance, this tale of a murderer hired to kill a 
wealthy widow, just married to a young actor. She puts her wealth in annuities and be- 
comes more valuable alive, but it is too late to stop the killer no one knows. She 
escapes death, but a killing throws her eccentric household into panic. A second death 
and the State Police catch the mysterious criminal. Characters etched in minor poison, 


King, Rufus 


this is slick, sleek} and slight. (Crime Club selection.) 
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MUST BOOKS 


March 22 
Irwin, Margaret YOUNG BESS Harcourt, Brace 
$2.50 
* This should have been listed as Fiction (but arrived too late to be read before 


the Fiction section closed). It is an enchanting book, with better pace and more color 
than anything Margaret Irwin has done. She has a faculty for breathing life into her 
historical characters, and this story of Elizabeth, in the yéars before her succession 

to the throne was more than a dream, is threaded through with all the excitement of plot 
and counterplot within the English court, - first, while Henry VIII yet lived, fascinating 
and terrible to his second daughter; then, when the boy-king's life was harried by the 
struggle for power between the Seymour brothers, and Elizabeth's own reputation and life 
were at stake. Personality after personality emerges from the pages of the story - and 
Young Bess, mature beyond her teens, is shown in process of srowth, emotional, intellec- 
tual - and in the dark ways of statecraft. April. Literary Guild. 


April ?? 


Santayana, George PERSONS AND PLACES Vol. II (18863-1912) Scribner 
$2.75 

For an intellectual market ~ but a dependably substantial one - this second 
volume in the fragmentary memoirs of the distinguished philosopher and man of letters. 
Once again modulated, perceptive, contemplative writing - of friends, of family, of 
literati, of foreign countries and his own. A year of graduate study in Germany; a 
London interlude and the young Earl Russell, the "most extraordinary of all my friends"; 
a return to Spain and the Avila of his childhood; Cambridge and years of teaching and 
his young Harvard friends; Boston society and its patronesses; trips to Europe and ex- 
patriates. Figuring in these reminiscences are personages such as Henry James, William 
James, Eliot, Norton, Phelps - finely drawn portraits. But Santayana, the man, seems 
always remote... This second volume has the distinction of the first, but in lesser 
measure, it seems slighter in substance. And it won't have the Book of the Month im- 
petus to push it on to public notice...A sure item, however, for your customers who 


bought Volume I. 
Two Dark Horses 


26 
March -}? 
Bailey, Margaret Emerson GOOD-BY# PRCUD WORLD Scribner 
The Autobiography of a Rhode Island Rebel $3.00 
* One of the most refreshing autobiographies I've read in some time. And important 


not because it deals with famous people - for it doesn't - nor with vital events that made 
history - for it doesn't do that either. Sut because, in the tracing of the development 
of one "rebel" against the mores of her world, one sees a bit of America in the making, 
one glimpses another bit of America in its passing. Margaret Bailey has written prose 

and verse; she has made a name for herself in the teaching world. Gut this is interesting 
chiefly because of that intangitle quality that impells identification as one reads, ~- a 
scene here, a point of view there, an acceptance, a deniai of things as they were. She 
was brought up in Providence + a summer in her botanist father's toyhood home, West 

Point, was "travel" to Meg. A professor's household - a sensed background of rejected 
wealth and position - a psychological unrest due to her father's scholarly detachment, 

her young mother's restless, rootiess vitality and charm ~ contacts which embraced all 
levels of society - a self consciousness and prickliness towards society which cut her 

off from normal companionsh:p - a fear of certain emotional currents - and a kind of 
ambition which made her surmount obstacles = all this combined to make Meg's story an 
unusual one. Margaret Bailey is able to recapture moods and impulses and phases of growth 
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without slipping at any moment into the nostalgic, sentimental recall that so often 
spoils autobiography of this sort. There's humor here - in incident and turn of phrase. 
Bryn Mawr is vividly pictured, with just enough to give it the stamp of authenticity. The 
year following college ~ a gift from her mother - is perhaps less holding than the first 
three quarters of the book. But, in its ultimate explosion, it leaves the reader hoping 
there will be more. For there, with Rhode Island rejected - the story ends. It is the 
kind of book that word of mouth publicity might well start rolling. 


April ?? 


Quezon, Manuel Luis THE GOOD FIGHT Appleton-Century 
De Luxe - $10.CO Trade -— $5.00 


I've listed this as a "dark horse" simply because I hesitate to predict the sales 
value of the name of the gallant late president of The Philippines. Quezon's death, long 
expected, came tragically close to the date of fulfillment of his dream, reoccupation of 
his homeland by American and Filipino troops. Three chapters in his autobiography have 
been put into final form by close associates. But he is, pertiaps, the one Filipino who 
is identified with the span of his country's history in the slow upward climb to in- 
dependence. His story starts - with brief backward glance - at the time of the Spanish- 
American war and the subsequent insurrection within the islands themselves, part civil 
war, part rebellion against the failure of the new master to make good a promise, part 
guerilla warfare. Quezon's father was a nationalist rebel; his son carried on the 
struggle, interrupting a hard-earned education to do so. But at length rebellion was 
quelled, and the islands settled into a program of preparation for independence under 
American tutelage. Quezon shows it for the most part as constructive, benevolent, at 
times inspired. He was a prominent figure in law and politics. He knew leaders of the 
Philippine element, and the American bigwigs as well. There is a good overall picture of 
those years, of measures taken, of struggle to sustain certain focus on objectives, of 
personalities. But it never quite cuts under the surface facts to the inner conflicts, 
the business interests, the opposition to independence, etc. It lacks too the color, 
the human quality that it might have had if Quezon had written it in his own tongue. The 
last part traces the coming of the enemy ~- the fall of Manila - his brief stay at 
Corregidor - his setting up of a seat of government in a still uncaptured part of the 
islands - and finally his departure for Australia, and America....The interest lies in 
the fact that this is Quezon's own story, rather than in any news value or emotional 
content or interpretation..I finished it with a regret for what he had not told. 











And Don't Overlook.... 


Challenge to all citizens in YOx Lerner's PUBLIC JOURNAL (Viking); good merchandtse in 
Jensen's CARRIER WAR (S&S). 


PROBLEWNATICAL BOOKS 
March 12 


Welch, Denton MAIDEN VOYAGE L.B. Fischer 
: $2.75 

Nicely turned autobiographical record of a 13-year old's year in China, though 
it’s not quite the young Evelyn Waugh-Aubrey Beardsley the publishers claim. He ran 
away from boarding school to spend five days in search of cathedrals, and agreed to. go 
back for one term only, and then is invited by his father to Shanghai. He was on his 
own pretty much of the time; he looked for coilector's items by day, roved the streets 
at night, takes a trip into the interior with another avid collector, spends one night 
in a brothel and others at missions. His is a record of a search for experience as 
well as objets d'art ~ pleasant memoirs of observant youth. 
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March 12 


Hunter, Ruth COME BACK ON TUESDAY Seribner 
$2.50 

Real stuff of actual theatrical experience - must reading for stagestruck hope- 
fuls ~ in the story told by one young actress whose will to act kept her going despite 
the obstacles. Here is the story of those thousands of youngsters who love - and hate + 
the theatre because of the heartbreaking ups and downs. It is story too of a haywire 
life that the Main Stem chase for opportunity gives rise to. The author's experiences in 
vaudeville, touring, getting a start on Broadway, finding that "Come back on Tuesday" 
meant exactly nothing. There's the boredom of understudying, the thrill of creating a 
part, only to lose it, the combatting of managers and producers, the contacts with others 
all bent on following the same route - and behind it a determination to be a good wife 
at the same time and not lose her sense of valucs in theatre. The high moments too often 
blot out the low, but she ultimately finds a niche in the part of Ellie May in Tobacco 
Road and a vindication of years of squirrel cuge activity. Authentic feel not hurt by 
occasional bursts of hysterical volubility. 


Mareh 15 


Wyman, Walker D. A THE WILD HORSE OF THE WEST Caxton 

$3.50 

A debunking of the legendary wild horse of Western fame, taking away the romance 
and presenting the facts. His origins (an "escape" horse of Spanish antecedents), his 
introduction to Indian life, the growth of roving bands, the threat to rancher and 
cattleman, the findings of the Army and the controls put on expansion of the herds. Then 
the necessity, through the oncoming of the mechanical age and tractors, of roundups and 
extermination, The other side of the story recounted in popular Westerns and legend, 
this is an investigation of the economic and humane, the realistic reverse of the picture, 
Interesting, specialized bypath of Western history, which horse fanciers and true Western 
addicts will enjoy. Ill'd by Harold Eryant. 


1): oe torer20 Liars 26 
Keaton Ar fhe f 
Clapham, Sir John THE BANK OF ENGLAND Macmillan 
A 2 vols. $7.50 
Extremely limited, very special market for this detailed history of the world's 
greatest financial institution, The Bank of ingland. Vol. I covers 1394-1797; Vol, II, 
1797-1914. Exhaustive coverage of functions, personnel, policy, the minute scrutiny of 
every incident, change, chronological development, carried through to the beginning of 
the last war, makes this a basic source for future work on the Bank's contemporary 
history, particularly in view of the drastic changes of modern times. For large 
libraries -— for banking reference shelves - not for the layman. I1ll'd, 14 plates. 


Mareh ?? 


Mecklin, John M, NY QUEST FOR FREEDOM Seribner 
$2.75 

The intellectual pilgrimage of Dartmouth's professor of philosophy and social 
wethics, whose early Calvinistic taboos and handicaps led him to protest and antagonism 
with the status quo in educational institutions, made him a pedagogical rebel at 
Lafayette, where his expulsion in 1913 beca®e. a cause celebre; and made him a partisan 
of strikers in 1919 while teaching at the University of Pittsburgh. He found haven at 
Dartmouth in 1920; through disillusionments of previous years, he was able to appreciate 
the liberal trend of that college. This is the story of the shaping of a mental life, 
of the dominant influences to be combatted, to be developed of the findings and leavings 
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of European study, of the change from classic Greek scholar to philosophy instructor and 
the wider issues of sociology and investigation of mental conditioning and social aspects. 
Of special appeal to those concerned with the loosening of pedagogical chains. 


peer Toy 21 


Parton, Margaret LAUGHTER ON THE HILL Whittlesey House 
VS2.75 

Subtitled "A San Francisco Interlude", this is a somewhat girlish account of a 
year on Telegraph Hill, where Margaret settled herself in a bungalow, where she made many 
immediate friendships (that's San Francisco for you), and where she pursued with ex- 
uberance la vie bohemienne. Lotus-eating for as long as possible, she played around with 
cavalier Pete in bars, and teaches, was moved in on by Lucile, also an artist but with 
many protegés. Finally, forced to work, Margaret got a job as secretary to an ex-multi- 
millionaire of many marriages, a satyr of fifty odd. An opening came on a newspaper, 
which with her journalist father's example lad been her goal ~ and then came recall home 
with her father's death....Scott Pitzgerald athosphere, transferred to San Francisco of 
todays and the wild young things as chief protagonists. Effervescent. Advertising 
program will have special emphasis on Coast newspapers. Illustrations by San Francisco's 
own Roberta MacDonald. 


April 4 


Moore, Artbur THE FARMER AND THE REST OF US Little, Brown 
$2.50 

For the practical farmer, not the dilettante - this is an Illinois' farm paper's 
"direct and unquarrelsome" analysis of the conflicting considerations in agriculture to- 
day. Here are the dangerheads of farming, - tenancy, which involves loss in futility, 
insecurity; exhausted sotls and declining ytelds; limited technological aids and solutions; 
etc. A survey of various farm organizations, the antagonism to unionism, to subsidies; 
the cooperative and factory-type farm versus the family farm. - And the solutions in 
expanded educational opportunity, in relaxation of conflict between farmer and society, 
in increase of measures to preserve the soil, in dominance of family subsistence farms, 
in adequate diet standards for all. Experienced rather than experimental theory - non- 
partisan -- succinct. 


Pies: 


wipetis Morn 
Van Druten, John I REMEMBER MAHA: A Play Harcourt, Brace 
32.50 
The dramatization of Mama's funk Account, by dathryn Forbes - now playing to 


appreciative, crowded houses on froadway. Can Van UDruten has skillfully sustained the 
characterizations, the atmosphere, the spirit of that beguiling book. 


Osborn, Paul A BELL FOR ADANC; A Play Knopf 
$2.00 
Dramatization of John Hersey's novel - with tut few liberties taken with the 
text and none with the spirit of the novel. The use of a single scene should make it 
useful Little Theatre material when such activities are uldertaken again. 
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April 10 


Bisch, Louis —&. MD YOUR NERVES: How to release emotional tenstons Wilfred Funk 
$2.50 

Nerves under control are am asset, not a liability, says Dr. Bisch. In the same 
practical way that he approached the subject of nerve disorders in Be Glad You're 
ceurottic, he handles the array of "symptoms" of emotional tensions to which most people, 
at some time or other, find themselves addicted. The importance of understanding these 
symptoms and coping with them is stressed, and he makes one feel fully competent to take 
care of one's own herves. Sex emotions, sleeplessness, boredom, irritability, excessive 
smoking and drinking, fears, phobias, etc. - each factor is intelligently analyzed, with- 
out undue emphasis on neuroticism, and in such a way that its better understanding leads 
naturally to constructive control and cure. He accepts the need of professional advice 
to insure this understanding at the start. 


April 4-4 Abia y oad 


Whiteleather, Melvin K. MAIN STHEET'S NEW NEIGHEORS Lippincott 
: $3.00 

A correspondent of Fhiladelphia's fvening Bulletin discusses the attitudes and 
policies of the USA towards her four neightors, bngland, France, Russia, Germany. Stating 
that our foreign policy has been thin and indecisive, that reactionary deals have been 
made under the cloak of "military necessity", Whiteledther goes on to view the new Eng- 
land — the Englishman less inhibited, more democratic, the new England of social and 
economic and educational reform, Churchill,Magnificent as war leader, questionable as 
peacetime leader; the Empire; the exaggerated charges against the British colonial 
policy. Next France, its friction and fumbling, the Vichy deal in North Africa, the 
distrust of de Gaulle, the mistake of the middle-of-—the-road compromise policy. Russia- 
nationalistic rather than communistic, her interests which are border security rather 
than the spread of her ideology. Finally Germany, through which he traces the found- 
ations of totalitarianism under Frederick William, the centuries old cult of rank and 
authority, and Hitler, worst of his kind. The chances of peace only if these nations 
can unite long enough to settle their differences. A blunt, honest evaluation of in- 
ternational positions, policies, mistakes; misunderstandings - informative and interest- 
ing, though not original. 


April 26 of 


Scott, Winfield Townley TO MARRY STRANGERS Crowell 
$2.00 
This is the fourth volume of verse by a young poet of New England - now 35 
years old. Educated, thcughtful, refined - these poems are a minor contribution to 
modern American verse. One feels the strains, terrors, and poignancies of the times, 
all faintly and intellectually indicated. The themes are, by a kind of indirection, 
mostly love and war. Mr. Scott is not bitter and olack about our age, rather is he 
pained and puzzled. Technically, his verse is sound if not brilliant. 
: Apr 23 
Fry, Varian SURRENDER ON DEMAND Random House 
$3.00 
There's not the lclding, drama here of Etta Shiber's Parts Underground, but 
there is a greater sense of authenticity for a story of underground rescue work on a 
far more extensive and organized scale. Fry was sent to Paris by the Emergency Rescue 
Committee to bring political and intellectual figures out of France. He planned to 
stay a month + he stayed a year (1930-41)-and engineered more than 500 escapes. He 
made contacts and found confederates, established ways to secure visas and passports 
and identity cards; he escorted the Werfels and the Henrich Manns into Spain; he 
arranged with the British to evacuate some of the BEF officers via trawlers to Gibralter. 
He made connections with the Spanish underground. With the tightening of Gestapo 


* 
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regulations and supervision, he ran into increasing difficulties and disasters, became 
himself suspect, was twice arrested, and finally forced out on an expulsion.order. A 


straightforward and selfless account of a present-day Scarlet Pimpernel. 


April 24 (LhoryK—-~ Wile. 12 
Pailey, Thomas A. WOODROW WILSCN AND THE GREAT BETRAYAL ~ Macmillan 
$3.00 


Companion study to Woodrow Wilson and the Lost Peace and once again an explicitly 
detailed, cleanly detached retelling of the failure of his last crusade, when he tried to 
sell the League of Nations to the American people. Preoccupied with home conditions, 
given over to the "slump in idealism", victims of Republic# prejudice and partisanship, 
the western tour was foredoomed to failure, 
and killed the man as well as the ideal. The stroke and protracted illness; the death 
of the Treaty; the President's renewal of the fight; the dismissal of Lansing - a 
politically wrong though technically right manoeuver; the election of 1920 and the tidal 
victory of Harding and the Republic.ans; Wilson's retirement and death, his vision of 
world peace unshaken. The great historical object lesson of today, well done for the 
scholar, but perhaps too detailed for the general reader. 


April oe 


the people were indifferent to the League; 


Ernst, Morris THE GEST IS YET Harper 
$3.00 

Good reading, alive and animated autobiography, with plenty of fact + and some 
fancy - that is never at low boiling point. Commonplace book of a man of wide interests, 
curiosity, energy, of definite antipathies, this is the personal record of a lawyer 
whose name has come to be associated with many facets of the world of books - publishers, 
This is a stimulating, controversial mosaic - shifting from left- 
handed robins to censorship; from deafness and possible cures to eyelashes, to bowling, 
to postal laws and to La Guardia; from civic, political and racial problems to Heywood 
Broun, the Civil Liberties Union and‘ divorce; from George Bernard Shaw to Edna Ferber, 
from Sacco and Vanzetti, birth control, the Roosevelts, to carpentry, cruising, and the 
wide reaches of the law; from insurance, Nantucket, schools, to strikes, libel and re- 
forms, One man's attitudes, beliefs, loyalties and ideas that reminisce and explore 
many avenues, Not a consecutive record ~ but a continuous probing. 


booksellers, etc. 


April 33 


Ratcliff, John D. E&d. SCIENCE YEAR BOCK CF 1945 Doubleday, Doran 
$2.50 

Drawn from popular vehicles, here are pieces about the year's advance in medicine, 
physics and chemistry, aviation, miscellaneous sciences. Penicillin, Dy-products of 
blood, pain control, tantalum (the new surgical wonder metal), skin care, childhood 
diseases, mental disease, industrial and war research, the new insect killers, vacuum 
engineering, the electron, rocket ships and buzz tombs, new fuels, etc. All providing 
scientific interest and information. Check your market for this annual, 


Steincrohn, Peter J. MD FORGET YOUR AGE Doubleday, Doran 
; $2.50 

A doctor dispenses philosophy and fact on the art of staying young, which begins 
with ignoring and never telling your age, increasing your life span, eliminating the 
fear of age, acquiring the mental point of view that old age can be happy. Physically 
speaking ~ take care of yourself, see a doctor, don't diagnosce and dose yourself, 
rest, don't over ~- exercise after 40, take off unnecessary fat, watch yaur heart and 
thyroid. Obvious but sound ~ booster of morale, which should find an audience. 
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April 227 AS: 


Archard, Theresa-ist Lt. A.N.C. G.I.e-NIGHTINGALE Norton 
$2.50 

Most of this is so good that it seems captious to take exception to the rather 
slow getting-under-way, the casual and somewhat amateurish style of the introductory part 
dealing with the early haphazard preparation of the Army nurses for overseas assignment. 
but this is a warning - don't be put off by the poor start. Once Lt. Archard finds her- 
self aboard ship, bound for the invasion of North Africa (and she was one of the Chief 
Nurses who went ashore with the first waves of the invasion), her story gathers momentum 
and the reader who can emerge at the close without feeling that we're slackers at home, 
and that our Army nurses are worthy of our boys - and vice versa - is indeed a hard- 
boiled citizen. Here are the early months of trial and error experimentation in front 
line and behind the line nursing; here are adventures in taking it without adequate food 
or clothes or equipment or shelter or the wherewithal to set up and operate even the most 
elementary of hospitals. And yet this crowa did it -— performed the impossible. This is 
the record, told with humor and zest and a contagious desire to get results no matter 
what - or where; in North Africa, Sicily, and points along the way. Two campaigns - and 
no rest camp — still going, though not so strong. It's all there ~ shorn of glamor and 
poetry. The "G.I. Nightingale" is a good fighter. 


Putnam, Carleton BIGH JOURNEY Seribner 
$2.75 
Transitions in a man's life, when flying provided the pivot of his energies and 
ambitions, as the author, Princeton graduate of the more or less lost generation, found 
that being a sportsman pilot was not enough. This traces the story of his learning to 
fly, of his solo flights to California, Arizona, Wyoming, of the ferment and restless- 
ness that resulted in his throwing over the law, and buying a shoestring airline. of 
Pacific-Seaboard Air Lines, Inc. (with two Bellancas and a spare engine). From this 
point on, here is an account of free enterprise, of the small group making headway despite 
deficit, of the importance of personal responsibilty to success. In 1934, he got the 


‘mail contract to fly the then unknown Chicago-New Orleans route, and The Chicago and 


Southern was established. This is an intimate record of the significance and mental 
responsiveness of one individual to the long range effect of itinerant flying, to the 
problems of personal undertakings, to the question of adaptation to particular environ- 
ment. In spite of silver spoon origins, this is an interesting interpretation of 
business frontiers, with side glimpses of the desert, dude ranches, cities, local 
atmosphere, of piloting as a special angle view on American history, etc. 


Ge 
Lerner, Max PUBLIC JOURNAL G@frul G Viking 
Marginal Notes on iiartime America $3. 00 
* Max Lerner's editorials and columns made discarding copies of PM a painful pro- 


cess. I knew I'd want to go back to something he had said - a stimulating angle, a 
challenge to routine reactions, an immediacy that still had long range value, a clarity 
that helped clear the air. Now here is a well-chosen selection from those writings - and 
historians of tomorrow will find here a vital cutting through of non-essentials to the 
salient fact in events large and small. A listing of the sub-titles will suggest the 
scope;- J'hts Favored Land; Freedom and the Fascist Seed; Political Animal in Wartime; 

A World tn the Making and Breaking; Conversations with a Future...A-liberal, in the 
finest sense of the word, looks at the world - and shares what he sees. 


Published - Or Virtually So 


Jensen, Lt Oliver CARRIER WAR: First Hand Story of Task Force 58 Simon & Schuster . 
200 pictures and maps - Pocketbook edition - paper bound $.50 Cloth $2.50 


* Gallant story -— in personal terms ~ in terms of achievements - in terms of what 
war is like from the start of the Pacific offensive, through the story of our big carriers. 
Action story in terms of men and ships ~ the Yorktown and the Essex and their air groups, 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Page 
Appleton-Century 
Hough, H.EB. - ROOSTERS CROW IN TOWN - from 3/23 to 3/30 40 
Miller, H.T. — THE WICKED SISTER - from 3/9 to 3/30 552 
Nicolay, H. -— BORN TO COMMAND (J) - from 3/9 to 3/30 33 
Sylvester, H.- DAYSPRING - from 3/23 to 3/30 20 
Bruce 
Blunt, H.F.- THE QUALITY OF MERCY - price is $1.75 58 
Creative Age 
kesten, H.- COPERNICUS AND KIS WORLD ~ definite date 3/19 14 
Henry Holt : 
Conger, E.M.- VALERY (J) - from 2/14 to 3/7. Price from $2.00 to $2.50 34 
Frost, Robert - A MASQUE OF REASON - price from $1.50 to $2.00. Note correct 
title 47 
Knopf 
Dwiggins, W.A. -— MILLENIUM I - price is $2.00 52 
Lippincott 
Burnett, W. - Ed. - TIME TO BE YOUNS + from 3/23 to 4/11 21 
Crispin, E. ~ OBSEQUIES AT OXFORD - from 2/28 to 3/9 554 
Hill, G.L. — ALL THROUGH THE NIGHT - from 2/28 to 3/7 19 
Little, Brown 
Lattimore, Owen — Title from POWER IN ASIA to SOLUTION IN ASIA (C) 12 
Qxford 
Frank, E. — PHILOSOPHICAL UNDERSTANDING AND RELIGIOUS TRUTH - price from $3.00 
to $2.50 33 


Random House 
Stein, Gertrude - WARS I HAVE SEEN — from 2/23 to 3/12 24 


Reynal & Hitchcock 
Finletter, T.&. — CAN REPRESENTATIVE GOVERNMENT DO THE JOB - from 2/??to 3/15 14 


Shaw, L. - RICKSHAW BOY —- from 3/?? to 9/9? 13 
Viking , 
Cohen, L. — COMING HOME — postponed indefinitely 21 


PLEASE NOTE THESE PUBLISHER TRANSFERS 


Bodley, R.Y.C. - WIND IN THE SAKARA ~- from Coward McCann to Creative Age 

Morgan, Charles ~— THE VOYAGE - To be reprinted by MacMillan with a substantial campaign 
Murphy, Clyde F. — THE GLITTERING HILL - from Dutton to World 

Rand, Ayn — THE FOUNTAINHEAD - trom Bobbs-Merrill to Blakiston 

Rombauer, Irma S. -— THE JOY OF COOKING - from Bobbs-Merrill to Blakiston 


NOTE: (C) means "Correct on Calendar" 




















BULLETIN from 


Virginia Kirkus’ Bookshop Service yz 38 Bank Street 


a aS SE 


Vol. XIII February 15, 1945 No. 4 


SPRING JUVENILE SUPPLEMENT - No. 3 
BOOKS TO READ ALOUD (6-9) 


Shapiro, Irwin JOHN HENRY Messner 
And The Louble-Jotnted Steam Drill $1.50 
* * Another book in the series of "tall-tale Americana" by the author of Casey 


Jones and Steamboat sill. John Henry, “the natural man", is one of our real American 
legendary figures, and there is a growing opinion that the more books of this type 
published, the better for our children. The putlisher lists it for 9 year olds and up, 
but the rhythm of the book is magnificent and can be felt even by 5 year olds. James 
Daugherty is the perfect illustrator for this, too. Legends and songs say that John 
Henry died with his hammer in his hand - but Irwin Shapiro says "No such thing! Could- 
n't any steam drill send John Henry to his lonely grave! He did feel poorly for a 
while, and weary and blue. But in the end he ran the steam drill right into the ground”. 
From the opening pages, where John Henry wanders into the middle of a New Orleans Mardi 
Gras, and when told to unmask, with everyone else at midnight, explains that he can't, 
because that's the way he is; through the "death" scene, which is really a faint, but 
done completely as John Henry does everything, to the last page where he runs the steam 
drill into the ground, as the rising sun shines on his black skin, - he and his wife 
Pollie Anne, and John Hardy, a Satan he can't always put behind him, people Shapiro's 
finest book. (Same format as the two previous titles.) (April) 


Justus, May FIDDLER'S FAIR Whitman 
$1.25 


Another of May Justus' Tennessee mountain stories, this time for the younger 
readers. A big fiddling contest that is held every Ffourth of July, a family feud between 
the Adamses and the Saymores, form the basis of this simple story which is filled with 
quaint mountain folk music. Sally Ann's cousin Jim Saymore had won the contest two years 
ago, and because of a faulty fiddle string given him by Andy Adams, Jim had lost out the 
next year ~ and Andy had won. Sally Ann was unhappy, because naturally everyone thought 
Andy had done it on purpose. Just before the third contest, the three children, with a 
tune that is too catchy, work out the problem, and the little book ends on a happy 
rhythmic note. Illus. Christine Chisholm. (April) 


Henry, Marguerite THE LITTLE FELLOW Winston 
$2.00 
s The story of a foal and his mother, (Chip out of Chocolate!) and how Chip learns 


the folly of jealousy at an early age. When Strawberry Jenks is born, and The Family 
starts giving him the sugar that has been Chip's for as long as he can remember, Chip, 
very naturally, doesn't like it. After difficulties - and scoldings - he discovers that 
teamwork is an important thing in his world, and having Strawberry dependent on him be- 
cause he's a little bigger, is a wonderful feeling. Diana Thorne's illustrations in 
color charmingly illustrate this delightful story of an "only child" (though equine) 
adjusting to a new arrival. (4/1) J.L.G.e selection. 


+ 66 < 
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STORY BOOK FOR THE 9 TO 12 YEAR OLDS 


Longmans Green 
$2.00 


A warm little story of a ten year old girl whose father is in the airforce over- 
seas, and whose mother is working in a defense plant, which hits a common denominator 
today. It becomes uncommon, however, when Cathy discovers, in the attic, a chest whose 
three drawers are labelled Sarah, Gilbert and Linda, and learns that the little house in 
a Gulf Coast town was a farm many years ago. Her lonely days are suddenly filled with 
her three new friends, and she spends as much time as she can reading the letters and 
diaries she finds in the chest. Rosita, the nice, round, singing Mexican who keeps 
house for Cathy's mother, her large family of daughters, Mr. George, the storekeeper, and 
many others play an outward part in Cathy's daily life. But her real happiness, and her 
ten year old conclusions are reached by her “friendship" with the three children in the 
attic. The author makes this story come off - and when Cathy's Daddy finally comes home, 
and she meets Gilbert (now a grownup Army flyer) - you, along with Cathy, are not too 


surprised. I1ll'd. Mary Lee Baker. (4/4) 


Johnson, Siddie Joe CATHY 


Faulkner, Georgene {(ELINDY'S MEDAL Messner 
& Becker, John $2.00 
* (This really straddles two groups - it is too old for the 6-9's, too young for 


9-12's, so that perhaps a 7-10 listing would place it.) Eight year old Melindy Miller 

is a Negro girl, who lives in a Federal Housing Project in Boston, with her grandmother, 
who cooks like a dream, and her father, who plays the saxophone, in The Black Diamond 
Troupe ina nightclub. Most of the time Melindy is happy, loving her bright, new home 
and her red piano, but she is sometimes made unhappy because she knows her grandmother 
doesn't think much of girls, since they can't win medals. Interspersed with Melindy's 
story, her school, her piano lessons, and her family (which includes General Shaw, the 
canary}, are her grandmother's stories of how her great-grandfather, Mo, won a medal in 4 
the Civil War, her grandfather, William, won a medal in the Spanish-American War, and 2 
her father won a medal in World War I. How Melinday saves her school from burning down 
and wins fer medal, along with her grandmother's praise, is told in an engaging, tender 
manner which makes you love the whole family. Illustrated by Elton C. Fax. (April) 


Watkins, Sylvestre C. JEEPS: A Dog For Defense Wilcox & Follett 
$1.00 


Young Don wants to do his part in this war, so he offers his dog, Jeeps,.to Dogs 
for Defense. The story of Jeeps' acceptance, and training, his trip to a South Pacific 
Island, part of which is still held by the Japs, of his courage in the face of the enemy, 
and of his winning a medal, is told in a very stilted manner, and makes quite dull 
reading. The illustrator, Don Nelson, knows how to draw dogs, but his figure work 
illustrates the writing all too well. Two colors. (Published) 


FOR THE 12 TO 15 YEAR OLDS ~ Fiction 


Olds, Helen Diehl LARK, RADIO SINGER Messner 
$2.00 
* Light fiction for girls - easy reading, good charactization, and plot, warmth, 


humor, romance — an excellent book in its field. Annie Laurie (appropriately nicknamed 
Lark) having flunked out of college, leaves Hopkinsville, Va.:, her crabbed uncle, and 

her beloved grandmother, to make her way alone in New York, and become a singer. She 
boards with Mrs. Barton, a family friend, whose son Tod is in the Marines, goes to a 
professional school for radio, and tries to fight her way up the ladder. She meets many 
reverses, falls in love, finds her father, whom she has never seen, and all ends happily. 
This age (and older) readers will love Lark and her "Glory Songs", which play an im- 
portant part in her story, the radio school, the Captain Jinks Amateur Night, and the 
small radio station stuff (all excellently done). Especially for those who aspire to 


sing or perform on radio. Illustrated by Dorothy Wagstaff. ren \ ‘yh | 
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Baker, Elizabeth W. STOCKY, BOY OF TEXAS Winston 
$2.00 
* A Junior Literary Guild Selection, Stocky is a fast-paced, exciting, and authentic 


story of four years in the life of a boy, found at the age of 12, alone on the prairies of 
North Texas in 1879. John McDowell, setting off on a buffalo hunt, to make enough money 
to build a home for his wife and 3 small children, and to start a cattle ranch, finds 
Stoeky, who has just buried his father, and befriends him. After collecting his men 

(all good colorful characters}, they spend six months in the dangerous but thrilling 
hunt, during which Stocky discovers the dangers of quicksand, buffalo "playing dead", 
rivers overflowing, Comanche Indians, buffalo stampedes, horse thieves, etc. He also 
discovers a deep desire to paint. Then follows the building of John's home and the start 
of the cattle ranch, where Stocky makes new friends, and meets new dangers, among them 
rattlesnakes, and prairie fire; and realizes his dream to become a painter, as well as a 
good ranch hand. Good straightforward, well-written stuff. Illustrated by Charles 


Hargens. (April) 
FICTION FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 


Newman, Daisy NOW THAT APRIL'S THERE Lippincott 
$2 .00 

The problems of evacuated children returning to their homes and families, are 
revealed in a pleasingly mild story of children versus parents as Wincy, 18, and Angus, 
9, return to England after three years in America, and find Oxford, their Professor 
father, their helpless-in-the-household mother, all fairly stuffy. Their introduction 
of American slang, American household and family ways, have their effects, and paren’s 
and children re-adapt ona better basis. A homey sort of book. (Reported - P. 42/)(4/11) 


(See also - reported preceding page - LARK by Helen Diehl Olds (Messner) and, above, 
STOCKY, BOY OF WEST TEXAS by Elizabeth W. Baker (Winston) 


NON FICTION FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 


Hawthorne, Hildegarde GIVE ME LIBERTY Appleton-Century 
: $2.50 

A biography of Patrick Henry which is not up to the level of Dom Pedro Of Brazil 
(see below), for it is an extremely factual, almost always colorless, story of the 
subject's life from fifteen to his death. The book takes us through Patrick Henry's 
general storekeeping in his late ‘teens, his marriage and years of farming, and his 
decision to become a lawyer. Then follows his well-known career, - with the forming of 
the Continental Congress, the Revolution, his governorship of Virginia, his second 
marriage, the drafting of the Constitution, his retirement to private life and his law, 
then his death. An extremely interesting period in our history, and a character of 
vital importance in that period, but the author scems to have gotten too deep into 
straight factual research, and only occasionally gives us glimpses of the man, the hus- 
band and father. Jefferson's animosity toward Patrick Henry is heavily emphasized and 
played up at every opportunity. Illustrated by Woodi Ishmael. (4/19) 


Criss, Mildred DOM PEDRO OF BRAZIL Dodd, Mead 
$2.50 
* Another biography, in fictionized form, from the author of Mary Stuart and 


Pocahontas. The life story of Dom Pedro II of Brazil, from his father's abidication 

in 1831, when, at the age of five, he became the Emperor, under a regency, through to 
his own abdication in 1889. An exceedingly well-told account of this great man who was 
called The People's Emperor in his own country, the book gives a fascinating picture of 
the life of the people, and the trials of the Emperor and his family in trying to make 
Brazil a country for the people, whom he loved. His early education; sole power, 
without a regency, at 14; married at 17 to Princess Christina Maria Thereza; the birth 
of his childrens the long war with Paraguay; the story of Iz*bel, his eldest daughter, 
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and her mismanagement of the country when Dom Pedro took his beloved Empress to Europe 
for her health, and the part she played in his ultimate abdication; - all is told iin 
full detail, told with warmth, humor and understanding. Highly recommended for histor- 
ical information and the incentive to learn about our South American neighbors. The 
illustrations by Victor Dowling, in black and white, are good, and not-so-good. (Pub'l.) 


Wolfe, Linnie Marsh SON OF THE WILDERNESS Knopf 
$3.50 
* A particularly interesting biography whose subject, John Muir, his Scots back- 


ground, and grim childhood, his exploration of America, his love of wandering, is pre- 
sented in three dimensions. How he chose the life of a tramp rather than a comfortable 
career as inventor or artisan, how he found, in California, its forests, and mountains, 
his home and his life work, how he fought for conservation locally and nationally, how 
he tried to enlighten Americans about the wonders of their country, how his curiosity 

and simplicity brought him famous friends here and abroad - this is but part of an ine 
formative and rewarding book, Natural history, eer api family life - worth- 


while reading. (Reported ~ P. 53) (4+8h Quadt? - July 


Graham, Elspeth + &d. FIRST WHISPERS OF THE WIND IN THE WILLOWS Lippincott 
$1.50 


For those who love the book, here are all the incidents, early versions, family 
stories and characters, that contributed to the writing of The Wind tn the Willows. Tis 
delicate and perceptive account also reprints articles that picture Kenneth Grahame as 
others knew him, that show how deeply people feel about his engaging book. A "find" 


for a special audience. (Report - P. 31) (3/28) 


Wolfert, Ira AMERICAN GUERRILLA Simon & Schuster 
$2.50 

A more substantial book than Leyte Calling by Lt. Joseph F. St. John, (Vanguard- 
P. 68}, this second personal record of guerrilla activities in the conquered Philippinczs 
follows the former in time, action and locale. But this gives a running narrative of 
guerrilla fighting, through the story of Richardson, one of Bulkeley's PT boat officers, 
who swam 13 miles from a sailboat to reach a Jap held island where he was hidden by 
friendly, frightened Filipinos. Under MacArthur, he operated as Chief of Staff in 
organizing the guerrilla army, its propaganda, intelligence, medical corps, communica- 
tions; he fell in love with a Spanish-descended Filipino; he was the butt of Japanese ~ 
raids and investigations; he established radio communications on another island prior 
to MacArthur's "I Will Return". Older boys will appreciate the military adventure, the 
intimate account of Philippine warfare. (Report - P. 48) (3448 U- 20 


Kaempffert, Waldemar SCIENCE TODAY AND TOMORROW Viking 
oY $2.75 


A revision of the 1939 edition which contains more than fifty percent new material, 
and which is concisely, factually, yet popularly, a synthesis of scientific achievement 
in various fields. The author, an editor of The New York Times, covers innovations and 
inventions; science and warfare; industrial research and its frontiers since 1890; 
chemotherapy; atomic energy; brain waves and psycho-surgery; socialized medicine; 
electronics; the sun, the moon, stars and rockets. An alleage appeal, this new edition 
proves the success of the first. (Report - P. 55) (#pmil)- 
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Shippen, Katherine NEW FOUND WORLD Viking 
~ $3.50 
* An excellently written, informative and colorful book about South America, ex- 


plaining the backgrounds of the varied races who make up this nation, giving in detail 
the voyages of discovery, the difficulties encountered, the jealousies and warfare, the 
heartbreak and disillusionment, all of which went into the building up of this great 
continent. The author concentrates on the people, both Indians and Spaniards, first 
describing the different tribes of Indians - Mayans, Aztecs, Chibchas, Incas, Arawak, 
etc., - then the exciting stories of Columbus, Hernandez, Cortes, Diaz, Pizarro, Quesada, 
Cabot, Mendoza, etc., the influence of the Church, the gradual spread of democratic ideas 
from North America, stories of war and revolt, Bolivar and San Martin and others, the 
gradual shaking off Old World rule, and finally South America today, - its songs, 

poetry and painting, and its role in World War II. Written in beautiful prose, New 
Found World is unreservedly recomnended for high school readers -- and adults. 
Illustrated by C. B. Falls. (Meret) S5-¢ 


Cooper, Morley THE CRUISING YACHT Whittlesey House 
$2.50 

A practical handbook for living on a boat, with guides as what to buy, in 
relation to the needs involved, how to outfit for cruising, requirements for coastwise 
cruising, basic instructions on’sailing, the elementary »vrinciples of cruising. The 
good used boat as a worthwhile purchase, details of construction, beam, hull cesica, 
rigging, living accomodations, power or sail. A final chapter on safety advice waxes 
this a good how-to-do book for boat-loving youngsters. (Report - P. 29) (3/28) 


Huff, Darrell & Frances TWENTY CAREERS OF TOMORROW Whittlesey Hours 
$2.50 

Job angles (research, designing, manufacturing, promoting, etc.) briefly out- 
lined as leads for future fields of endeavor in plastics, wood and by-products, ¢1a:s, 
light metals, fabrics, electronics, radio, television, publishing, transportation, 
automobiles, housing, refrigeration, farming, nutrition, medicine, teaching, market 
research, science. Highly simplified, this is a surface job whose value lies in 
assembling the possibilities of a wide variety of choices rather than in its definitive 
information. (Report - P. 49) (3/19) 








